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ITEM NUMBER 2023-0028 
 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY DATE: 1/19/2023 

 
STAFF 
Jodi Royal-Goodwin, Community Development Director 
  
SUBJECT 
Request to Approve FY23 Community Grant Writer Agreement. This Agreement provides 
$26,400 to support the grant writer position through June 30, 2023.   
  
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Presented for Council consideration is a request to approve the FY23 Community Grant Writer 
Agreement. This Agreement provides $26,400 to support the grant writer position through 
June 30, 2023.   
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the Agreement.  
  
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION 
Recognizing there are a number of grant opportunities that support local goals and needs that 
the City is unable to pursue due to on-going workloads, Council approved the first Community 
Grant Writer Agreement at the September 16, 2021 meeting. The position is funded in partnership 
with Muscatine County and the Community Foundation of Greater Muscatine. Each partner 
committed $25,000 for the service to be provided for the Fiscal Year. 
 
Council approved the first Community Grant Writer Agreement at the September 16, 2021 
meeting, committing $25,000 for the service to be provided by the Community Foundation of 
Greater Muscatine. An amendment to the Agreement was approved October 21, 2021, to 
incorporate language requested by the County Attorney. This Amendment also changed the 
effective date of the Agreement to November 1. 
 
Over the first year of this collaborative effort, the Community Grant Writer received awards 
totaling $3.8 million for housing and infrastructure projects and 8 additional grant applications 
worth $7 million in additional funding have been submitted. Four applications have been 
submitted but were not funded. 
 
This contract continues the grant writer services through FY23.The Foundation was only 



requesting funds upon submission of grants, a number of which were not submitted until after 
the contract term ended. Due to this timing issue, the County requested these costs be 
incorporated into the FY23 Agreement starting November 1. As a result, only $9,400 of the 
$25,000 was invoiced under the FY22 contract. This contract for $26,400 includes reimbursement 
for grants submitted after October 31 and work done through June 30, 2023.  
 
 
 
  
CITY FINANCIAL IMPACT 
Council allocated $25,000 in ARPA funds to support the Community Grant Writer in FY23. The 
$1,400 in additional funding will be from those not expended under the FY22 contract.   
  
ATTACHMENTS 
1. FY23 Grant Writer Agreement 
2. Copy of Grant Writer report for County January (1) 
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COMMUNITY
GRANT WRITER

Leveraging partnerships
in Muscatine County to
maximize impact.

Since January 15, 2022, the grant writer has been
responsible for:

Over $17.4 million in
funding requested

Awarded $2 million from
the U.S. Department of

Transportation

Building relationships with funders and partners

Learning about community issues and priorities

Convening an area Grant Writers Network

Building a community data repository

Evaluating 180+ funding opportunities

Creating 18 proposals for a variety of funders

Awarded $1.89 million
from the Iowa Finance

Authority

Apply for grants
across public &
private sources

Be a community
leader and
driver of change

Evaluate &
research
opportunities

Collaborate
with area
partners
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